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The regional governments of Latin 
America and the Caribbean held 
cooperation projects with their 
respective pairings in European 
Union. Cooperation between 
regions aimed to promote 
innovation, sustainability and 
new opportunities for its citizens. 
This initiative of the International 
Urban Cooperation Programme 
(IUC) concluded its activities in 
2019 and is now presenting results 
and good practices to inspire 
other cities around the world. 

Four main activities have been 
carried out inside the IUC-LAC 
Programme to take advantage 
of regional innovation and to 
allow the development of lasting 
alliances between EU and Latin 
America. These lines of work consist 
in: i. the facilitation of pairings 
between EU and Latin America 
regions; ii. annual visits to national 
Latin American authorities, iii. visits 
from Latin American regions or city 
halls to designated regions from 
EU and reciprocally, as well as iv. 
annual events to share experiences.

Click here to read 
the full report

Link to access the library

Click here for
more information

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE IUC-LAC OPEN DIALOGUES AND 
DEEPEN YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT URBAN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE FACE OF A NEW NORMALITY

GLOBAL COVENANT OF MAYORS FOR CLIMATE 
AND ENERGY PROMOTES ACCESS TO TOOLS TO 
FACE CLIMATE CHANGE IN LATIN AMERICA

LEARN THE IMPACT RESULTS OF THE INTERREGIONAL 
COOPERATION, IMPLEMENTED BY IUC-LAC 

PROGRAMME IN THE LAST 3 YEARS

The impact of COVID19 is pushing the cities towards social and urban changes which will require an adapted recovery to new 
necessities. Decision-making should be proactive and incorporate experiences and learning from those who face similar 
challenges.

Aiming to facilitate these exchanges, IUC-LAC has developed its Open Dialogues through a serie of webinars, organized in three 
thematic weeks to unite cities from Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean on discussions and presenting tables to rethink 
together the cities facing the opening to a “new normal.

IUC
Programme

meeting

IUC-LAC
Programme-
Component 3

Visits to
Latin

American
national

authorities

Study
visits and

internships
to the EU
and Latin
America

Pairing
facilitation

The COVID-19 impact is pushing cities to 
social and urban changes which will require 
a recovery adapted to new necessities. 
Decision-making must be proactive and 
incorporate experiences and learnings from 
those who face similar challenges.  The local 
governments and regional signatories of the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 
Energy in Latin America and the Caribbean 
now possess additional support instruments 
in the fight against climate change. 

The series of tutorial videos about the unified 
platform CDP & ICLEI aims to facilitate the 
access and the reporting of actions. Another 
novelty is the Virtual Library of the Covenant, 
which includes a series of documents about 
all the topics of interest to the GCoM-LAC 
community. 

The explanatory videos of the Platform 
present all the stages of the tool in a clear 
and didactic way. The series has 17 chapters 
about themes such as the first access in the 
platform, vulnerability analysis, climate risks, 
adaptation actions and plans, inventories 
and objectives to reduce greenhouse effect 
gas emissions. The content is available in 
Portuguese and Spanish. 

In the Virtual Library there are publications, 
documents, tools, climate action plans and 
other solutions related to GCoM pillars. 
There are nine archive categories to support 
cities and partners with related information. 
Archives are available in English, Spanish, 
Portuguese and French. Link to access the tutorials

http://iuc-la.eu/cooperacion-regiones-3/
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/library/
http://iuc-la.eu/en/open-dialogues/
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/tutoriales-plataforma-unificada/


The two cities decided to promote the urban agriculture 
methodology previously developed in the Italian city, as a tool for 
inclusion and improvement of the public space. The crisis produced 
by Covid 19 reinforced the motivation to produce sustainable, healthy 
and affordable food, as well as the expansion of green areas, civic 
participation and public-private cooperation.

Rome has a large trajectory in urban gardens creation: 65% of its 
territory consists in green areas, half of which are used to agricultural 
activities. As the largest agricultural city in Europe, Rome has more 
than 200 community gardens distributed along its territory. All 
this accumulated knowledge arouse in Barranquilla the interest in 
replicating the idea to its citizens benefit.

The dialogue between the parts, which was possible thanks to the 

virtual meeting that happened in May 2020, with the support of the 
IUC-LAC Programme City to City Coordinator, Sandra Marín, resulted 
in the incorporation of a pilot for the implementation of urban 
gardens in Barranquilla, under the scope of the Urban Cooperation 
Action Plan (UCAP) that both cities developed as a result of their 
cooperation.

The opportunity to reunite the stakeholders was also possible thanks 
to the synergies with the project RU:URBAN, co-financed by the 
European union URBACT Programme which is led by Rome as a city 
of good practices in the management of urban gardens. The RU: 
URBAN project, still in progress, seeks to transfer these good practices 
in six european cities: La Coruña, Caen, Krakow, Loures, Thessaloniki 
and Vilnius. 

P A I R I N G  O F  T H E  M O N T H

VELLETRI/ROME-BARRANQUILLA

THE IUC-LAC PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS THE SUCCESSFUL COOPERATION 
BETWEEN VELLETRI-ROME (ITALY) AND BARRANQUILLA (COLOMBIA)

IN FOCUS: BRAZILIAN ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPALITIES (ABM)

IUC-LAC COMMUNITY 

ABOUT US RELATIONS WITH 
IUC-LAC/GCOM

Brazilian Association of Municipalities 
(ABM), founded in 15th March 1946, is the 
oldest municipal entity of Brazil and Latin 
America, with 74 years of experience. Its long 
trajectory implies in a close cooperation not 
only with local governments, but also with 
state, national and international organisms. 

Based in Brasília, ABM is an institution that 
unites municipalities, consortiums and  
associations, and its organic structure allows 
an easy communication and integration 
with distant cities.

ABM represents local governments at the 
national level, searches for more capacity 
and better management conditions 
for municipalities and dialogues about 
directives such as the federative pact 
improvement and the sustainable 
development of cities focused on municipal 
planning, based in the 2030 Agenda and the 
New Urban Agenda.

Concerned about the capacity of small and medium-
sized municipalities, which by their nature have fewer 
financial and technical resources to face the challenges 
of climate change, ABM is part of the National 
Coordination of the Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy, supporting the implementation of 
the Covenant in Brazil. In this sense, ABM has strongly 
encouraged these municipalities to join and fulfill the 
commitments made with the GCoM.

Since december 2019, ABM also hosts the International 
Urban Cooperation Programme (IUC-LAC) Helpdesk, a 
structure through which the programme interacts daily 
and directly with local governments, national, regional 
and global coordinations, associated institutions and/or 
stakeholders, as well as the entire community linked to 
the project. 

The Helpdesk consists of a trilingual knowledge 
platform and a physical secretariat which offers online 
training to cities that are part of the program. It also 
manages the project’s memory through its actions, 
helping to systematize and disseminate information 
and knowledge.

ACTIVITIES

ABM calling is the improvement of management 
capabilities of Brazilian municipalities. To 
accomplish this, it has developed capacitation 
and qualification actions to municipal managers, 
focusing on municipalities with less financial and 
technical capability.

Connected to international guidelines, ABM 
capacitated 800 authorities and local managers 
in 350 small and medium cities about the 
coordination and promotion of actions related 
to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 
and the New Urban Agenda (NUA), along 
the last three years, through the Sustainable 
Development Partnership (SDP) project, a 
initiative funded by the European Union.

Another SDP project pillar is the Public Policies 
Observatory (https://www.odsobservatorio.com.
br/), which serves as a portal of public policies 
practices, attached to the SDGs and the New 
Urban Agenda. It currently has 80 registered 
good practices from more than 60 municipalities.

Click here for more information

Click here to access the video from the 
International Relations Director of the 
Barranquilla City Hall, Manuel Trujillo

Click here to listen to the video-message 
from Paola Marzi, Environment Department 
Representative of Rome City Hall

Click here to listen to the video-
message from Claudio Bordi, 
Coordinator for Velletri/Roma in the IUC

https://www.odsobservatorio.com.br
https://www.odsobservatorio.com.br
http://iuc-la.eu/en/the-dialogue-between-the-cities-of-the-iuc-lac-veleetri-roma-and-barranquilla-results-in-a-cooperation-plan-for-urban-agriculture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydKsMasIy00&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAkiJ5jUYrQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGT4U5WdiRg&list=PL2PzB4-tNwW4K9eHv_NC4quL1voLfU1q-


The Permanent Forum of National 
Coordinators and Presidents of the 
National Advisory Committees of the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate 
and Energy in Latin America and the 
Caribbean was created to provide 

these actors with a permanent virtual 
space for exchange and institutional 
strengthening to foster the program.

Click here to learn more.

The IUC Programme connects regions of 
the world to exchange good practices for 
sustainable urban development. The report 
released in July successfully demonstrates 
that cooperative approaches to sustainable 
urban development and regional 
innovation are crucial to supporting the 

implementation of the United Nations (UN) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and the New Urban Agenda. Find out the 
results of the IUC programme worldwide:

Click here to access the publication.

Focusing on small and medium-sized 
municipalities, ABM has led the debate on 
sustainable development in Brazilian cities, 
focusing on the guidelines contained in 
each of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the guidelines of the 
New Urban Agenda (NAU), towards the 
2030 Agenda.

Click here to access the publication.

The technical teams from the cities 
of Malaga (Spain) and Cartagena 
de Indias (Colombia) participated in 
a second meeting of the IUC-LAC 
Dialogues, on June 17. The theme 
was focused on the transformation 
of neighborhoods in central areas 

of touristic cities. In this sense, the 
experiences in Soho, Malaga and 
Gethsemane, Cartagena, show good 
practices, but also negative effects 
such as gentrification.

Learn more here.

v

GLOBAL COVENANT OF MAYORS FOR CLIMATE AND 
ENERGY GAINS PERMANENT PROMOTION SPACE IN LATIN AMERICA

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHTS PROGRESSES IN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Trainings IUC-LAC

The climate emergency in 
Latin America and the Caribbean

THE EXCHANGE BETWEEN MALAGA AND CARTAGENA RESULTS 
IN A COOPERATION TO FACE THE CURRENT TRANSFORMATION OF 
NEIGHBORHOODS

ABM PROMOTES WEBINAR TO IMPLEMENT THE SDGS IN BRAZILIAN CITIES AND 
LAUNCHES PUBLICATION

IUC-LAC
PROMOTES 

KNOWLEDGE

ACHIEVEMENTS

VER MÁS AQUÍ

VER MÁS AQUÍ

http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/pact-gains-permanent-promotion-space-in-latin-america/
https://mailchi.mp/3e7af8a571d7/iuc-new-publication-6440648?e=1209192665
https://abm.org.br/ods/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Revista_ABM-junho2020.pdf
http://iuc-la.eu/en/the-interchange-between-malaga-and-cartagena-results-in-a-cooperation-to-deal-with-the-current-neighborhoods-transformation/
http://iuc-la.eu/en/trainings/
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/45678-climate-emergency-latin-america-and-caribbean-path-ahead-resignation-or-action


+400 CITIES INVOLVED +180 MILLION PEOPLE 9 MILLION EUROS INVESTED

Official launch of the 
IUC-LAC Program.

Selection of the first cities 
to carry out international 

cooperation.

Start of the IUC-LAC Program 
to strengthen ties between 
Latin America and Europe.

28 selected cities. Start of 
cooperation between city 
pairs at an EWRC meeting 

(Brussels)

2016 (December) 2017 (January) 2017 (November)
2017 

(January-November)

20 training webinars for 
cities held as part of the 

Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy.

2019 
(June-October)

Development of 5 workshops 
on themes of the New Urban 

Agenda and Smart Cities 
(Peru, Argentina, Chile, Brazil 

and Colombia)

2019 
(May – June)

Launch of the webinar series 
of the Global Covenant of 

Mayors for Climate and 
Energy in Spanish and 

Portuguese.

2019 (June)

First workshop on New 
Urban Agenda and Smart 

Cities (Peru).

2019 (April)

First international 
cooperation mission 

carried out.

2018 (March)

Launch of Global Covenant of 
Mayors (GCoM) and established 

National Committee in Argentina, 
Chile and Brazil.11 municipalities 

trained to act in the Global 
Covenant of Mayors through the 

IUC-LAC Program. 

2017  
(January – December)

40 cities trained by the 
Global Covenant through the 

IUC-LAC Program.

2018 
(January – December)

Capacity Building Workshop 
for cities within the framework 

of GCoM-LAC - Corrientes 
(Argentina).

2019 
(August) 

Realisation of the IUC-LAC 
Open Dialogues webinars

2020 
(May-July)

IUC-LAC Regional Dialogue: 

Financing Sustainable Urban 

Development and Climate 

Action - Cartagena (Colombia).

2019 
(September) 

Launch of the Global 
Covenant of Mayors in 

Central America.

2020 (February)

06 new city pairs join the 

cooperation between cities

2019 
(September)

63 cities qualified to act in the 

Covenant through the IUC-LAC 

Program.

2019 
(January - December)

Launch of the Global Covenant 
of Mayors in the Caribbean.

2019 
(June)

Workshops for National 
Coordinators of the Global 

Covenant of Mayors in Peru and 
Costa Rica and formation of 

National Committee in Costa Rica.

2018 
(August-September) 

189  
Signatarias del 
Pacto Global*

274 Global 
Covenant of Mayors 

Signatory Cities

367 Covenant 
of Mayors 

signatory cities

Meeting in Brussels for the 
presentation of second phase 

of city-to-city cooperation, 
06 city pairs added to the 

programme

2018 (November) 

*GCoM, english acronym.

**Signatories without Mexico.

IUC-LAC IN TIMES AND NUMBERS



Meet the multidisciplinary, multicultural and highly diverse team of IUC-LAC

20 Professionals 
Involved

+7 Areas 
of Specialization

Adding more than +1760 hours 
per month dedicated to sustainable 
urban development

The content of this bulletin is the sole responsibility of the coordinating unit of the International Urban Cooperation 
Program - Latin American and the Caribbean and may not reflect the European Union’s vision”

TEAM BEHIND
THE IUC-LAC

@iuclac
@GCoMLAC
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@GCoMLAC

iuc-la.eu
pactodealcaldes-la.eu

+55 61 3223-2886
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2020 Global Covenant of Mayors Report 

Find out what are the guidelines of the GCoM 
Global Secretariat to the signatory cities in a year 

of pandemic by Covid-19.

The enrolments for the 
IUC-LAC Online Courses 
of Introduction to the 
New Urban Agenda and 
Introduction to Smart 
Cities are now open.

New Urban Agenda

Smart cities

Click here to know more

http://iuc-la.eu/capacitaciones/
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/reporte-pacto-global-de-alcaldes-2020/
https://www.cepal.org/es/publicaciones/45677-la-emergencia-cambio-climatico-america-latina-caribe-seguimos-esperando-la?utm_source=CiviCRM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200616_invitacion_presentacion_LBC160
https://iuc-la.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bc4a023c58cb2459248be824d&id=dbd51eae1c
https://iuc-la.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bc4a023c58cb2459248be824d&id=ddc75daa75
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