
Economic Recovery – Green Recovery

The economic crisis generated by the coronavirus is affecting the entire planet, with impacts on the
economies of countries and cities. An economy that is currently based on consumption, which leads
to high levels of consumption of  natural resources, supported by fossil  fuels and generating high
levels of CO2 emissions.

This disruptive event comes at a time when new environmental policies are under development in the
European Union aimed at the transition to a more sustainable economy. The Green Deal aims to
transform Europe and accelerate a transition to a "clean" and circular, climate neutral economy.

Will economic recovery be an opportunity to rethink the model of prosperity and build an economy
around ecological principles? How can cities trigger a greener, more resilient and more protective
model of development for biodiversity? How can local agri-food systems be made more dynamic? And
can we accelerate the energy transition by increasing the efficiency of consumption and production
from renewable sources? And how can we consolidate the circular economy as the alternative to the
traditional model of linear economy of manufacture, use and rejection?

On  23 June,  17h  CET,  during  the  dialogue  organized  by  IUC Latin  America  focused on  Green
Recovery,  the cities of  Viana do Castelo,  São Leopoldo,  Pavlos Melas,  Ibagué and Ultrecht
discussed:
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1. Could the coronavirus pandemic lead to a greener urban future? 

“A greener urban future means reinventing ourselves and getting used to a very different
personal and social way of living.” (Paris Kourti, Pavlos Melas)

- The  immediate  impacts  of  the  pandemic  and  the  need  to  confine  populations  have
accelerated  the  digital  transition  and  enabled  gains  to  be  made  in  the  reduction  of
greenhouse gas emissions generated by transport. It has also benefited the consumption
of local agri-food products, encouraged cyclable mobility and is enhancing nature tourism.

- However,  crises  are  complex  and  multidimensional  situations  with  various
interconnections. The crisis triggered by COVID-19 also has several dimensions: social,
environmental, economic and political. This complexity and the interconnections between
issues do not create an opportunity for a greener urban future, as this objective depends
on major changes in all aspects of human life. It also depends on greater coordination
and cooperation between the various levels of government, and between the public and
private sectors.

- In Latin American cities, the prospects for green growth do not seem very encouraging,
given that the economic policy is misaligned with environmental policy. The current scale
of the social and economic problems generated by the pandemic, especially at the level
of  unemployment,  are  more  conducive  to  an  economic  recovery  based  on  classical
approaches than on innovative solutions in line with sustainable development.

- Covid-19 is thus revealing the structural deficiencies of the economic and social systems
of countries and cities, but also environmental vulnerability and the difficulty in having a
Green Economy.

2. What measures are being taken or could be implemented to promote the Green 
Economy? 

Viana do Castelo – renewable energies and energetic efficiency

“We have a major European project, which is WindFloat, to build three floating wind 
platforms.” José Maria Costa (Viana do Castelo)

- Viana do Castelo has been investing in energy efficiency, with several interventions, for
example in public lighting (adjustment of working hours, replacement of light bulbs by
more efficient ones and installation of light flux regulators) or in mobility (infrastructures
inducing electric mobility and replacement of vehicles in the municipal fleet by hybrids and
electric ones).

- At the economic level, in addition to actions to raise the awareness of traders to increase
energy  efficiency,  innovative  projects  are  being  supported  in  the  area  of  renewable
energies,  for example:  the WindFloat  Atlantic,  which will  create  the first  Marine Wind
Farm in Portugal or the CorPower Ocean project to develop wave energy converters,
which will also be installed on floating platforms.

- The  investment  in  renewable  energies  means  that  the  city  has  a  large  number  of
companies  in  the  production  of  wind  turbines  and  other  associated  equipment,
constituting itself as a cluster.
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São Leopoldo – green economy and social development

“We have had a central concern to combine economic development with environmental 
sustainability.” Ary Vannazi (São Leopoldo)

- The lack of a national strategic project leading to the response to the pandemic and the
abandonment of Brazil's traditional environmental policies in recent years creates great
difficulties for municipalities and cities to respond to the challenges of a green economic
recovery, especially when investment and financing are missing.

- São Leopoldo has developed a very intensive environmental development policy both in
the field of industrial production and in the construction of a sustainable city, through the
investment in less polluting public transport, the promotion of alternative urban mobility or
the use of renewable energies.

- In  the  area  of  recycling,  work  is  being  done with  cooperatives,  which  are  financially
supported by the City Hall, and which allow to combine an environmental policy with the
organization of society, the awareness of the population, the promotion of social inclusion
and income distribution.

Ibagué – local agri-food systems of proximity and the rural-urban relationship

“Our economies have treated nature only from an extractive perspective and the 
transformation of the countryside will allow us to work from the perspective of the Green 
Economy” Sebastián Sánchez (Ibagué)

- The rural population, especially agricultural producers, should be trained in commercial
aspects in order to avoid unnecessary intermediaries in selling their products and to be
able to reach urban consumers more effectively.

- It is also necessary to work on connectivity between rural and urban spaces, improving
the road infrastructure of many municipalities that have difficulty in ensuring access for
agricultural products produced in the rural environment to the main commercial centers.

- Cultural relations between urban and rural areas must also be worked on and valued. For
example, in Colombia, the countryside is stigmatized as a place of little development,
poverty  and  few opportunities.  The  social,  cultural  and  economic  valorization  of  rural
areas  is  essential  to  fix  the  population  and  attract  young entrepreneurs  to  give  new
impetus to agricultural activity. 

- The added value of rural products should also be promoted through, for example, the
creation of green stamps.
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Pavlos Melas – multi-level governance

“In a very centralized state, such as Greece, the priorities and funding of the government are 
fundamental for the cities' action.” Paris Kourti (Pavlos Melas)

- The main challenge for cities is how to "deepen" and "intensify" green policies to achieve
an effective impact. To do this, there are two main horizontal measures: increasing public
investment in all sectors relevant to environmental improvement; supporting the private
economy to become greener.

- The recovery of the Greek economy will follow a new, greener and fairer development
model, with priority being given to green recovery, namely by supporting municipalities in
investments in drinking water,  clean air,  clean energy,  expansion of  green areas and
investments in ICT improvement. 

- Funding is also being organised on the basis of "spatial justice" criteria, meaning that the
poorest communities will have more financial support and more technical assistance. 

- Decarbonization will be another priority by supporting public and private investments for
large-scale clean energy projects.

The  International  Programme  for  Urban  Cooperation  (IUC)  of  the  European  Union
supports cities from different regions of the world to connect  and share solutions to common
problems in sustainable urban development. The open dialogues organized by the IUC-LAC seek
a thematic network approach between cities and their main actors in the regions participating in
the program.


