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The IUC-LAC program promotes cooperation between cities, regions 
and local governments to achieve sustainable urban development and 

promotes local actions against climate change, in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, the Paris Agreement and the New Urban Agenda.

Mission between Belfast and the Colombian cities of Cali and Medellín to Exchange 
Good practices in city management in the post conflict process.



52 cities in 14 Latin American and European countries exchange good 
practices in sustainable urban development since 2017.

The local governments that signed the adhesion to the Global Covenant 
of Mayors for Climate and Energy in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(GCoMLAC) are already successful in the commitment to follow actions in 
search of a more sustainable and resilient future in the cities. 

Municipalities in the region have the support of the broad GCoM-LAC 
community to advance climate action in three key areas: reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, identify and adapt to the risks associated with climate change, 
and increase the outreach of clean and accessible energy.

According to data reported by city halls to the unified CDP & ICLEI platform 
and validated last year, 94 cities had already achieved at least one of the 
steps related to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, 82 reached the 
stage of Adaptation to climate change and 33 are in Compliance with the 
current pillars of the Covenant, that is, they are cities that carried out all the 
sub-stages of mitigation and adaptation, which are part of the city’s Climate 
Action Plan.

Each of these steps is proposed in order to guarantee solid phases of 
diagnosis, establishment of goals and objectives, in addition to allowing 
aggregation and comparison with actions in other cities.

Read more here

UNDERSTANDING THE INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION BETWEEN CITIES:

FIND OUT THE CURRENT RESULTS OF THE LARGEST 
GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR CLIMATE ACTION

Image of representatives of the GCoM-LAC at an event on 
climate finance in Cartagena, in September 2019

In the world +10.000 Cities 
Committed +135 countries

+800 million people.
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Through the International Urban Cooperation Program for Latin America & Caribbean(IUC-LAC), 52 cities were selected to exchange experiences on 
sustainable urban development.

Local leaders, municipal technical experts, mayors connect and discover new perspectives on facing local challenges.
Representatives from each selected city take part in study tours, personnel exchanges, trainings and seminars, and project an action plan to direct sustainable 
urban development.

Cooperation between cities allows the regions of Europe and Latin America to:

In total, there are 26 city pairings in Europe and Latin America on the most different topics, expanding their knowledge and building more innovative public 
policies through the IUC LAC Program. 

LEARN: SHARE: EXCHANGE: 

With access to new ways and innovative 
methodologies to overcome challenges 
and benefit from a wider range of good 
practices.

Exhibiting their best practices and 
achievements internationally, joining 
part of a network of cities committed 
to sustainable development.

Helping other cities solve problems 
by spreading their own local 
experience and knowledge.

INVOLVED
520 PEOPLE 

ACTION PLANS (UCAPS) 
ALREADY DEVELOPED

16 URBAN COOPERATION 

MAYORS
52 COMMITTED Get to know the pairings and 

their themes  here.

Madrid  |  Buenos Aires Zagreb  |  Córdoba Albacete  |  Río Grande Pavlos  |  San
Melas      Justo

Génova  |  Rosario

Santo Tirso  |  Araripina Almada  |  Belo Horizonte Alba Lilia  |  Benedito Novo Viana do  |  São Leopoldo
Castelo

Turín  |  Consólcio ABC

Milán  |  São Paulo Sevilla  |  Vitória Glasgow  |  Quilicura Kavala  |  TemucoBerlín  |  San Pedro
                 de la Paz

Almada  |  Viña del Mar Almería   |  Armenia Velletri+  |  Barranquilla+
Rome         Soledad

Graz (Metropolinan)  |  IgabuéMálaga  |  Cartagena
                     de Indias

Belfast  |  Medellín + 
                    Santiago de Cali

Porto  |  Pereira Granada  |  Arequipa Larissa  |  Miraflores
                   (Lima)

Pitesto  |  Trijillo

http://iuc-la.eu/en/city-to-city-cooperation/%20
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/signatory-cities-to-the-global-covenant-of-mayors-advance-in-climate-action-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean/%20


T H E  C I T I E S  S P E A K  O U T

GODOY CRUZ

COLLABORATION BETWEEN CITIES: AN ESSENTIAL 
TOOL IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE

The public health emergency that we are going through can be a 
window of opportunity to strengthen collaborative work between cities 
and in this sense, the International Program for Urban Cooperation in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (IUC-LAC) is a substantial tool for 
exchanging experiences between Mayors of the world in the search for 
innovative answers in the fight against climate change.

In the case of Godoy Cruz, municipality of Argentina, the Mayor Tadeo 
Gacía Zalazar voluntarily signed his commitment in 2018 in the Global 
Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, and was one of the first 
7 Argentine cities to finalize the Local Plan of Climate Action “Godoy 
Cruz Carbon Neutral 2030 ”, recognized nationally and internationally.

From this, and together with the Argentine Network of Municipalities 
against Climate Change (Red Argentina de Municipios frente al Cambio 
Climático - RAMCC), environmental policy was deepened from the role 

of local government associated with the community, considering it 
essential that citizens act in consonance and take dimension of what 
this threat represents to humanity.

Thus, the Municipality of Godoy Cruz has adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals in its strategic planning, prioritizing environmental 
sustainability as the main axis of management, and mitigation policies 
were implemented from the analysis of the main sources of emission 
generation (energy, transportation and residues) found in the GHG 
Inventories together with instances of environmental education and 
awareness towards sustainable consumption guidelines. This has 
resulted in a reduction in emissions of 20.8% tons of COe from 2015 to 
the present.

“We are undergoing a reconfiguration processes and it is time to 
deepen collective actions that allow promoting sociocultural changes 
in consumption and lifestyles that commit citizens to the great global 
objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

Lic. Tadeo García Zalazar
Mayor of the municipality of Godoy Cruz

Listen to the mayors’ message to you here.

IN FOCUS: FORO CIUDADES PARA LA VIDA – PERÚ

THE IUC-LAC COMMUNITY

WHO ARE WE? ACTIVITIES PARTNERSHIP WITH
IUC-LAC/GCOM-LAC

The Foro Ciudades para la Vida 
(FCV) is an inter-institutional 
network, made up of 35 institutions, 
municipalities, universities and 
civil society organizations (NGOs 
and business associations) from 
12 Peruvian cities. We generate 
alliances, a common space, to 
induce, sensitize, facilitate and 
promote, concerted spaces to 
achieve cities to live in and support 
to form the necessary institutional 
framework for it.

FCV, in its 24 years of operation, 
analyzes successful experiences, 
develops participatory action 
research and generates advocacy 
campaigns for political and 
regulatory change, contributing, 
among others, to the Framework 
Law on Climate Change of Peru 
approved in 2017.

Foro has been the National 
Coordinator of the Global Covenant 
of Mayors for Climate and Energy in 
conjunction with the Association of 
Municipalities of Peru (AMPE) since 
the end of 2018 in Peru.

In just over a year, 28 Municipalities 
have already signed the Covenant, 
thanks to the support of the 
International Urban Cooperation 
Program (IUC) financed by the 
European Union, the Foro provides 
them with information, advice, 
support and training. At the 
moment, 17 Municipalities have 
already prepared their adaptation 
measures and, despite the health 
crisis, they continue to develop their 
mitigation measures, as well as their 
local inventories of greenhouse 
gases.

Our activities are focused on the production of knowledge, developing 
capacities, and training  local leaders focused on innovation and 
change in public policies. FCV generates learning and the co-creation 
of knowledge, capitalizing and disseminating the results of the 
systematization of experiences to enrich them and facilitate access to 
information on concepts, new practices and innovative processes.

FCV publishes articles, guides, manuals and books regularly, as well as 
provides support for training courses and workshops 
(see www.ciudad.org.pe/publicaciones) where our progress and 
contributions are summarized and disseminated.

Foro has been helping to train more than 17,000 professionals 
nationwide on environmental issues (Urban Environmental 
Management, Sustainable Construction, Climate Change, Land 
Management and recently, Water Quality and Access to Energy) 
promoting and supporting Master’s Degrees, Diplomas, Post Graduate, 
face-to-face and at distance as well as without number of high-level 
forums, seminars and workshops, with authorities, public officials, NGO 
representatives, social leaders, academics and the private sector, local 
authorities and also following up on international agendas such as 
Sustainable Development Goals, Paris Agreement and Habitat.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUd6v4HQD-Y&feature=youtu.be%20
http://www.ciudad.org.pe/publicaciones%20


Fourteen Brazilian mayors were the 
protagonists of a meeting on climate change 
in Brasília (Brazil), organized by ICLEI South 
America and the Alziras Institute. The European 
Union, through the International Urban 
Cooperation Program for Latin America and 
the Caribbean and the Global Covenant of 
Mayors for Climate and Energy, supported the 

initiative and promoted gender equality and 
the empowerment of women, aligning itself 
with the compliance with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda. 

Click here.

Within the scope of the city-city cooperation of 
the International Urban Cooperation Program 
(IUC-LAC), representatives and technicians 
from the cities of Rome (Italy) and Barranquilla 
(Colombia) decided to incorporate into the 
Urban Cooperation Action Plan (UCAP) a pilot 
for the implementation of urban gardens in 
the city. In Barranquilla, the project will be 
supported by associations like Barranquilla 
Verde. While awaiting field visits, the Rome 
team, in collaboration with members of the 

RU: RBAN project, produced, as a result of this 
first Dialogue, a brief Vademecum with tips and 
steps for implementing urban gardens in cities. 
The webinar, moderated by Sandra Marín, IUC-
LAC City-City Cooperation Coordinator, had as 
speakers representatives of the Urban Health 
Workshop in Rome, of the Citizen Association 
“Vivere in ...”, of the urban group ODV of Italy, del 
Anci Lazio and “Huerto urban de la Sonrisa, a 
public-private cooperation in Jesi (Italy).
To read more click here.

T he members of the Covenant Support Network 
are voluntarily committed to making up a list 
of organizations that offer technical assistance 
to the signatory cities of GCoM - LAC. They 
must support exchanges of experiences, best 
practices, tools or relevant resources between 
cities. Applications will be evaluated and 
validated by the Regional Covenant Secretariat. 
Public and government agencies, private 
companies, non-governmental organizations, 

universities and consultancies can participate 
in the call. Validated entities may participate 
in all activities and trainings, such as webinars, 
workshops, official publications and events, as 
well as access and participation in dedicated 
discussion groups and other platforms.

Click here to read the call.

More than 150 people participated in the first 
session of the IUC-LAC Open Dialogues webinar 
on May 13. Titled “Rethinking the post-COVID-19 
tourist city”, the virtual event brought together 
representatives of the private tourism sector in 
Spain and Italy and the cities of Malaga, Madrid, 
Rome and Genoa to present experiences and 
contribute to the Colombian city of Cartagena de 
Indias to carry out its own tourist reopening process.

The IUC-LAC City-City Cooperation Coordinator, 

Sandra Marín, moderator of the webinar, 
highlighted the importance of this exchange of 
experiences. “Although the tourism sector is one of 
the most affected by the effects of the pandemic, 
cities show great capacity to advance public-
private initiatives, adapt public space and trust new 
technologies. Certainly, the topics covered can be 
very inspiring for other cities ”, she evaluated.

You can access the full webinar here.

Sixty Latin American mayors and municipalities 
participated in the Regional Workshop 
on Energy Efficiency in Latin American 
Municipalities, in March, in Argentina. The event 
was organized in cooperation between the 
Argentine Network of Municipalities against 
Climate Change (RAMCC), Copenaghe Center 
of Energy Efficiency (initials C2E2) and the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES).

Local regional authorities exchanged 
successful cases, were introduced to the project 

aggregation business model and worked on 
the planning of possible cooperative energy 
efficiency (EE) projects with C2E2 and other 
regional and international organizations. 
RAMCC is part of the Global Covenant of 
Mayors for Climate and Energy community and 
supports the implementation of the national 
strategy in Argentina.

Click here to read more.

BRAZILIAN WOMEN MAYORS RECEIVE CLIMATE ACTION TRAINING THROUGH THE 
INTERNATIONAL URBAN COOPERATION PROGRAM AND THE GLOBAL COVENANT OF 
MAYORS FOR CLIMATE AND ENERGY

THE IUC-LAC DIALOGUE BETWEEN CITIES OF VELLETRI-ROMA AND BARRANQUILLA 
RESULTS IN A COOPERATION PLAN FOR URBAN AGRICULTURE.

THE CALL FOR THE SUPPORT NETWORK OF THE GLOBAL COVENANT OF MAYORS FOR 
CLIMATE AND ENERGY IS OPEN

SIXTY LOCAL LEADERS PARTICIPATED IN THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN LATIN 
AMERICAN MUNICIPALITIES

IUC LAUNCHES SERIES OF WEBINARS TO RETHINK EUROPEAN AND LATIN AMERICAN CITIES 
IN THE POST-PANDEMIC SCENARIO

IUC-LAC
PROMOTES 

KNOWLEDGE

ACHIEVEMENTS

VIRTUAL COURSE: UNCC Learning 
[Cities and Climate Change]

SEE MORE HERE

TALKS: YorkTalks. Turning the challenge of 
climate change into a solution 

SEE MORE HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGSpZ8QN9rE%20
https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=21&page=overview%20
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/the-european-union-promotes-the-training-of-brazilian-mayors-in-climate-action-through-its-urban-international-cooperation-program-and-the-global-covenant-of-mayors-for-latin-america-and-the-caribbean/%20
http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/esta-abierta-la-convocatoria-para-la-red-de-apoyo-de-alcaldes-del-pacto-mundial-por-el-clima-y-la-energia/%20%20
https://ramcc.net/noticia.php?id=959%20
http://iuc-la.eu/en/iuc-lac-launches-a-series-of-webinars-to-rethink-european-and-latin-american-cities-in-the-post-pandemic-scenario/%20
http://iuc-la.eu/en/the-dialogue-between-the-cities-of-the-iuc-lac-veleetri-roma-and-barranquilla-results-in-a-cooperation-plan-for-urban-agriculture/%20
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2019 
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(January – December) 

2018 
(January – December) 
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(August) 

2019 
(June)

2018 
(August-September) 

274 Global 
Covenant of Mayors 

Signatory Cities 2018 (November)

*GCoM, english acronym.

**Signatories without Mexico.

IUC LAC IN TIMES AND NUMBERS

+400 CITIES INVOLVED +180 MILLION PEOPLE 9 MILLION EUROS INVESTED

40 cities trained by the 
Global Covenant through 

the IUC-LAC Program.

First workshop on New 
Urban Agenda and 
Smart Cities (Peru).

Official launch of the 
IUC-LAC Program.

Selection of the first cities 
to carry out international 

cooperation.

Start of the IUC-LAC 
Program to strengthen ties 
between Latin America and 

Europe.

14 selected cities. Start of 
cooperation between city 
pairs at an EWRC meeting 

(Brussels).

20 training webinars for 
cities held as part of the 

Global Covenant of Mayors 
for Climate and Energy.

Development of 5 workshops 
on themes of the New Urban 

Agenda and Smart Cities 
(Peru, Argentina, Chile, Brazil 

and Colombia)

Launch of the webinar 
series of the Global 

Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy in 

Spanish and Portuguese.

Launch of the Global 
Covenant of Mayors in 

Central America.

First international 
cooperation mission 

carried out.

Launch of Global Covenant of 
Mayors (GCoM) and established 

National Committee in Argentina, 
Chile and Brazil.11 municipalities 

trained to act in the Global 
Covenant of Mayors through the 

IUC-LAC Program. 

Workshops for National 
Coordinators of the Global 

Covenant of Mayors in Peru and 
Costa Rica and formation of 

National Committee in Costa Rica.

Capacity Building Workshop 
for cities within the 

framework of GCoM-LAC - 
Corrientes (Argentina).

2019 (September)
2019 

(September) 
2019 

(January - December) 

6 new cities join the 
cooperation between cities.

IUC-LAC Regional Dialogue: 
Financing Sustainable Urban 

Development and Climate 
Action - Cartagena (Colombia).

63 cities qualified to act in the 
Covenant through the IUC-LAC 

Program.

Launch of the Global 
Covenant of Mayors in the 

Caribbean.

Meeting in Brussels for the 
presentation of second 

phase of city-to-city 
cooperation. 6 cities added 

to the program.

189 Global 
Covenant 
of Mayors 

Signatory Cities

335 Global Covenant 
of Mayors Signatory 

Cities



Meet the multidisciplinary, multicultural and highly diverse team of IUC-LAC

TEAM BEHIND
THE IUC-LAC

@iuclac
@GCoMLAC

@iuc_lac
@GCoMLAC

iuc-la.eu
pactodealcaldes-la.eu

+55 61 3223-2886

info-pga@iuc-la.eu
info@iuc-la.eu

@iuc_lac
@GCoMLAC

The call for the Support Network of the Global Compact of Mayors for Climate and Energy is now open.
CLICK HERE TO KNOW MORE

The content of this bulletin is the sole responsibility of the coordinating unit of the International Urban 
Cooperation Program - Latin American and the Caribbean and may not reflect the European Union’s vision”

20 Professionals 
Involved

+7 Areas 
of Specialization

Adding more than +1760 hours 
per month dedicated to sustainable 
urban development

Amanda Souza

Stefan Unseld Sandra Marín

Raul Daussa

Florian Steinberg Eduardo Perreira

Victor Franco Amanda Guerra

Rebecca BorgesRyan Glancy

Fábio Donato

Caroline Silva

Maria Salaverria

Valentina Falkenstein 

Juliana Leal

Sofiane Karroum

Marja Edelman

Juliana Izquierdo

Tiago Rubo

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE IUC-LAC OPEN DIALOGUES (JUNE AND JULY)
In order to facilitate exchanges between cities in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, IUC-LAC starts its series of Open Dialogues. For three weeks, 
webinars will be held to connect European and Latin American cities in debates and presentations, to rethink cities in order to open up to a “new normality”.

Will the need for “social distance” transform 
the concept of sustainable urban 
development? It is time to rethink urban 
planning and the compact and complex 
city model with high densities and diversity 
of uses and functions that the concept of 
proximity represents, in addition to the 
uses, intensities and security of public 
space or the experience of transportation 
and urban mobility.

June 9th and 11th
17: 00h. (Madrid time)

URBAN TRANSFORMATION

Covid-19 is affecting and transforming the 
energy and natural resources markets, as 
well as supply chains, affecting cities in the 
management and financing of basic services 
such as water, sanitation, energy or in the 
collection and treatment of waste in a period 
of increase in defaults that affect the most 
vulnerable. On the other hand, strategies 
such as the European Green Deal appear as 
inspiring opportunities for more sustainable 
and resilient growth.

July 7 and 9
17: 00h. (Madrid time)

CLIMATE RESILIENCE

The reopening of the economy, after months 
of confinement, and the increase in debt in the 
economic system will force local governments to 
initiate stimulus projects to sustain their economies, 
while protecting the well-being of the most 
vulnerable. The Covid-19 crisis also offers cities the 
opportunity to achieve a more inclusive, green 
and smart recovery, promoting collaboration with 
the private sector to help companies adapt their 
structures to changing needs, priorities and markets.

June 23 and 25
17: 00h. (Madrid time)

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Subscribe to the Open Dialogues here

http://pactodealcaldes-la.eu/en/esta-abierta-la-convocatoria-para-la-red-de-apoyo-de-alcaldes-del-pacto-mundial-por-el-clima-y-la-energia/%20
https://iuc-la.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bc4a023c58cb2459248be824d&id=ddc75daa75



